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LETTERS TO THE SECRETARY. 

Rev. D. S. Talcott, D. D., of Bangor, Me. 

You may well bless God that you have been led into 
this field of effort. I know of no other direction in which 
there is either more call for earnest effort in the applica- 
tion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, or more encourage- 
ment for it, than there is just here and now. 

From Rockport, Mass. 

My father now departed used to say, that ' 'the time must 
surely come when the nations of the earth would be con- 
vinced that war is foolishness as well as unchristian and 
wicked." He was very anxious to have this idea prevail 
and thought that all modern inventions were under the 
Providence of God working together for universal peace. 
He often talked with us upon this subject. g. b. 

From William Clark. 

National Liberal Club, 
London, March 3, 1891. 
Dear Mr. Howard : 

I will endeavor to write something on "The Labor 
Question and War," as you suggest, for the Advocate. I 
doubt if there will be any great European war for a long 
time, but we cannot say. The interest of the rulers lies 
in peace as things are. 

SOCIETA INTERNAGIONALE PER LA PACE, 

Unione Lombakda, via Cappellaei N. 2. 

Milano, March 2, 1891. 
Dear and Reverend Sir : 

I have much pleasure in sending you the minute voted 
by our society concerning you, in the General Assembly 
held yesterday, March 1,1891. 

To Rev. Rowland B. Howard : 

The International Peace Society, Lombardy Union, 
meeting in General Assembly, after hearing the report of 
their committee, highly appreciating the many and excel- 
lent things done by you in behalf of peace, feeling proud 
and honored to work by the side of so valiant and so deserv- 
edly renowned a man, with full confidence in the complete 
triumph of our common cause, have sent affectionate greet- 
ings and good cheer to you, the worthy and indefatigable 
champion of peace, and unanimously appointed you an 
Honorary Member {Socio Onorario). 

In performing this gladsome and most agreeable duty, 
I have the honor to be 

Your most devoted friend, 

Frances C. Siccardi, Secretary. 

From George Foster. 

0, that this race of accountable beings, blood-bought 
and responsible, would think more of forbearance, mercy 
and love than they do of the brutish passions of hatred 
and revenge ! It seems as if men were on all sides and 
all occasions moved to the destruction of whatsoever is 
good or beautiful. "The heart is deceitful above all 
things, who can know it ?" This language of the prophet 
is followed by these significant words, "I, the Lord, search 
the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man accord- 
ing to his ways and according to the fruit of his doings." 



I greatly hope that this evil spirit of down-treading 
which seems so rife in our land just now, may be con- 
trolled and even cast out by Him who will not forget the 
cry of praying hearts. Casting all our care upon Him, 
I remain thy assured friend, 

Westerly, R. I. ' g. f. 

East Westmoreland, N. H., March 12, 1891. 

I am delighted with American Advocate of Peace 
and Arbitration. For more than fifty years I have 
preached that war was anti-Christian, utterly irreconcil- 
able with the Gospel of Peace, and that they were eternal 
antagonisms, the one utterly destructive of the other. 
As light destroys darkness, as love destroys hatred, as 
truth destroys error, as heat destroys cold, as holiness de- 
stroys sin, so, necessarily, Peace destroys War. Almost 
every conceivable sin and crime are justified by the laws 
of war. 

The soldier is required implicitly to obey his superior 
officer regardless of any scruples of conscience. He is 
not allowed, for one moment, to consider the right or 
wrong of the thing required, but simply to obey. He sus- 
tains the relation not of personal responsibility but the 
relation of an engine to the engineer ! The ethics of war 
are an utter abrogation of the ten commandments and 
the sermon on the mount. 

"No man can serve two masters," most assuredly they 
cannot if one forbids what the other requires. I am just 
as sure of the truth of these declarations as I am of the 
truth of the multiplication table. Christ says, "Love 
your enemies." War says, plunge the bayonet through 
their heart, crush and mangle and slaughter them and pile 
them up in their blood and dying agony like beasts of prey ; 
and horrible as are such sanguinary deeds of blood and 
carnage, still there are ministers of the "Prince of Peace" 
who say, "such is the appropriate work of Christians! !" 

James G. Birney said, "The American church was the 
bulwark of American slavery ;" now that it is abolished, 
they are all anti-slavery. 

Ministers and churches, with few exceptions, vindicate 
the expediency and rightfulness of war, and justify it 
from the Bible much as they did slavery. Their posi- 
tion and influence on the question of Peace and War 
thus become hindrances to the success of this vital and all 
important reform, the establishment of Universal Peace. 

I am in hearty sympathy with you in your faithful and 
untiring labors of love in the holy cause of "Peace on 
earth and good will to men." Count me as an uncompro- 
mising advocate and interested friend of the good cause. 
The "Diary" is very interesting, indeed. 

Jehiel Claflin. 



THE STUDENT VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT. 

This is one of the most remarkable signs of the times, 
as related to foreign missions. There are now over 5000 
students in the United States, in various stages of edu- 
cation, who have signified their willingness and desire to 
become foreign missionaries. Of those who have been 
connected with this movement, 300 have already gone 
abroad. These missionary students held an international 
convention at Cleveland, Ohio, March 1, 1891. 



